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"And to His 
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Risnut HonourasLe, 
e Make bold to prefix both Your Names 
tot bus Sermon, though it wes at Your 
Requeſt, Mapa, that T publiſhed it, not 
only becauſe I have received many Obliga- 
tions from You both, which T take thu Op- 
portunity t0 acknowledge and thank You for : 
Bn atfo becanfe You are both known to be 

© Em. 


The Epiſtle Deprcatory. 
Eminent Hrampler of that Virtue which 
m the following D iſcourſe Recommended, 
May all in' Your Circumſ tice imitate You 
herein ;. and may You wh be in a condi- 


tion.to TON: 9erg. T bu 2 proyett 


in , F; 


ed * out Lhromt &d LIC) \.# tank, 


and Humble Servant, 
—Y je a 
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SERMON 
PREACHED 
Ar the SPIT T LE 
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i T1. vi. 17,18, 19. 


Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high 
minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, .but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 
That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
diſtribute, willing to communicate. 
Laying upin flore for themſelves a good foundation againft 
'  thetimeytocome that they may lay hold on eternal life. 


| IROTIUS his Note upon this Text 1s 
(; this, that St. Paul now having finiſhed this 
his Epiſtle to'Timothy, it comes. into his 

mind that there was needof ſome more particular 
application to be made, and admonition to be given 
to thoſe Wealthy Merchants, with which the 
City of Epheſus ( where Timothy reſided ) did then 
| 1 B | abound ; 


eA Sermon preached 


abound; ' and upon this conſideration he inſerts 
thoſe words I have now read, charge them that are 
rich in this world, &c. 

How famous ſoever the City of Epheſus was at 
that time for Wealth or Trade; there is litle 
doubt to be made; that this City of onrs( praifed 
be God for it ) doth inthoſe reſpects, at this day, 
equal, if not much exceed it. And therefore that 
which S.Paul thought of ſo great jmportance as to 
give eſpecial orders to Timothy, to preſs. upon the 
Epheſian Citizens, will always be very fit to be fe- 
riouſly recommended to-you in this place ; and 
more eſpecially at this time, funce it is the proper 
' work of the day. Waving therefore whoſlly the ar- 
eument of our Saviours Feſurreffio, upon which 
you have before been entertained; I apply my (elf 
- without farther preface to conclude this Egfler- So- 
lemnity with that, with which St. Paw! concludes 
his Epiſtle, viz. with a ſhort diſcourſe of the Fich 
mans great duty and concernment, which. is. in theſe 
words plainly ſet forth to us.. 

Inthem we may. take notice of theſe three Ge- 
nerals, which I ſhall make the heads of my. follow- 
ing diſcourſe. 

Firſt, The duty itſelf mcumbent-upon thoſe that 
are rich in this world, expreſled in ſeveral particulars. 

Secondly, the great Qbligation that lies upon 
them.tothe periormance of-t;\-which we may ga- 

ther: 


at the SPITTLE, © | 
ther from the vehemence and the Authority with 
which St. Paul orders . Timothy to preſs it, charge 
them (ſaith he ) that are rich, that they be na, &c. 
Thirdly, the mighty encouragement they have 
to obſerve this charge, for hereby, they lay up to them- 
ſelves in ſlore a good foundation againſt the time to come, that 
they may lay bell on eternal life. 2. "3746: ofjeS: 


Firſt, 1 _ with the Rich mans duty, which 
18 here expreſſed in Four points, two of them Ne- 
gative, teaching what things he ought to avoid ; 
the other two poſitive, teaching what he ought to 
practiſe. They are thele, | 


I. That he ſhould not be high minded. 
II. That he (ſhould nov iru 7 in uncertain riches. 
' TEE. That be ſhould traſt in the living God: 
-LV-''That he ſhould do good he rich in good works, cc. 


The Firſt thing that is given in-charge to all 
thoſe that are rich in this world, 1s that they k mt high 
minded, 17 v1noPemreir, that they do not think too 
well of themſelves -for being rich; 'and take occa- 
Gon from thence to deſpiſe others that are in mean- 
er circumitances than they. Theyare not tovalue 
themſelves a jot the more, or to think' worſe of 
others upon account of that outward' fortune they 
are poſleſſcd of, but are in all their converlation to 

| EY B 2 1 expreſs 


pm mg 


© DC W———  ———__——— 
— ro oe er Ire err Sr I ner 


' oA Sermon preached . 
expreſs the ſame moderation, and humanity iand- 
calineſs and obligingnels of -temper to:thoſe'they: 
have todo with, even the meaneft andthe pooreſt, 
as if they ſtood with them upon the ſame level. 

And with very great reaſon hath St. Paul given 
this caution to rich men. For by the experience- of 
the world it hath been always found, that wealth 
isapt to puff up, to make men look big, and to 
breed-in.them a contempt of others; but what little 
ground there 1s for this, is eaſily ſeen by any that 
wall give themſelves leave to conlider. 

_ For what doth any of theſe worldly goods: 

{ which make us keep at diſtance ) really addito a; 

' mann point of true worth and value? do they 
either recommend him mors to God or.to wiſe men 
pr even to himſelf, it he have agrain ot ſeaſe in 
him, than if he: was without. them ? . certainly 'they 
donot. For that for which either God approves us, 
or wiſe men eſteem us, or we can ſpeak peaceand- 
content. to- ourſelves, is.not any thing without us, 
any thing that fortune hath given tous; but ſame- 
thing that we may more truly call our own, ſome-: 
thing that we. were neither: born-with, nor could: 
any body hinder-us.of, nor. can be taken from - us, 
that is to.ſay, the Riches of our minds, our Vir-- 
tuous and commendable qualities. 7 
A man4s no morea ht object of eſteem, meerly 


fr being rich, than the beaſt he rides on ( if I may 
ny 
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uſe. the old compariſon Y as — for 
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Secondly, dil caution foo: to btok that 
arerich in this world, 1s, that. chey-{bould wt ruſt. in 
uncertain riches.. 'Llhis- Iikewiſe us -aitemptatior to 
which they areexpoſed; and our Saviour hath vey 
lively. ſet it forth to-us in. the: Parablerof the Rich 
man in the Goſpel, who having got mighty poſſeſ 
ons, and filled his barns, thought of-nothing tfur- 


ther; but preſently ſaith to humfelf, ſoul rakerhyafe, = 


eat, drink and be merry, for thou haſt goods laid up for 
wany years :. But the conclufionof that parable doth 
ſufficiently. ſhew the vanity; and -ridiculoutneſs. of 
this truſting in.our riches, for a_meſſage:comes to;him 


from G:9d,' Thos fool, : this nighs ſhall ——_ be required. 
of. thee, - and then-whiſe ſhall all theſe things be that thou haſt * 
provided? It:is thegreatelt: ractooken the world fo - 


pleaſe, or ſpeak peace! to ourſelves upon account 


of-that, which we are-not ſure to:enjoy a day, but. 
we may: for any thing we:-know:be! ſnatch'd aways 
the next.moment inte another world,;:and fo;muſt: 
leave thejoy and Pride of-aur. hearts to-we know: 


not whom. 


But ſuppoling we: had: Hon Ceaiceg of. our: 
" lives, and could promiſe ourſelves that we ſhould-: 


not leave our wealth-for ſoma competent time, .yet- 


we have nocertainty that. our, wealth wall not kay: 


'S 


he 12, 


16,&c, 
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us; How proſpetous ſocver our preſent circum- 
ſtances be, yet we cannot-enſure; the continuance 
of them; thereare a thouſand accidents may hap- 
pen every day which may {inp usas naked as when 
wecameinto the world; and we may be reduced 
to the extremities of thoſe whoare now the greateſt 
objects of eur compaſſion and charity ; and this is 
thatwhich St. Paul in the Text infinuates when he 
calls them uncertain riches. But whatare we thento 
truſt in, if not intheſe things? this St. Paul ſhews 
1n the words following which make 


The Thirdinſtance of the Rich mans: duty, / Le 
| them (ſaithhe ) truſt in the living God, who giveth to 

all men richly t enjoy. The ſence ot is this; Let them 
fromthe bottom of their hearts acknowledge God 
to bethe Author and giver of all that theypoſſeſs: 
How much focver their :Heads projeaed, or their 
Hands laboured, or their Parents and Friends 
were kind to them; yet it is the Providenceof the Al- 
mighty to which they owe all. The ſame divine fore- 
fight and contrivancethat feeds the Fowls of the air, 
and clothes the Flowersot thehield, doth alſo give 
them richly all things to enjoy ; and therefore upon that 
Providenceare they entirely to depend, as much 
exerciling Faith in God, and repoling confidence 
in him, as if they had no viltble ovidges made for 


them : And as heartily: returning thanks to their ' 


great 


at the SorTrTL us; 

great Benefaftor for every bleſſing they have 

( ſeem it never ſo much their own already, ) as a 

hungry man'that knows not where toget a meal, 

would to him that ſhould give him a plentiful en- 
tertainment. Ina word, thoſe that haveall things 

in this world mult as devoutly look up to-God,. 
both in gratefully aſcribing to him every enjoyment: 
either palt or prefent, and in a fall truſt andrety-- 
ance upon him for what is- to come, as thoſe that 
hve from hand to mouth; fince-it'is the ſame divine: 
Providence that feeds and maintains both the: Poor- 
andthe Rich, and of his infinite-goodteſs gives' to- 
all that fear him, evento the poor as well as the rich, 
all things to enjoy ; and though to the one more: 
plentrfully, yet to the other perhaps with 25 much: 
content though not in fo-great abundance. 


The Fourthand-laſt-partof the. Rich mans duty. 
here mentioned concerns the right uſe of- that- 
wealth that God hath given-him. Now the right. 
uſe of Riches: according. to the Text doth conkiſt: 
in theſe things. That thoſe that have them«do god 
with them, that they be rich in good works, that they be: 
ready to diſiribute, willing to communicate. 

' If we ſuppoleevery one of theſe diſtint-phraſes 
in the Text, to denote a diſtin& thing, then we 
are tOgive this account of the pallage, 'That S.Paul- 
here_ulerh a gradation in lus ſpeech, begins with 
NS es DW nn 2 Toke. 
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the loweſt andimoſt general-expreſlians of Charity, 
and {o goes on tohigher degrees of it; neach follow- 
ing phraſe mtendiog to ſay fomethitig more- great 
or particular than what he had ſaid the former, 
avhich is a moſt uſual and elegant ſcheme of Rhe- 
toxick;-:According to this account ( as the words 
are very capable of it ) there are four things here 
preſcribed to the rich man. in the uſe of his riches. 

- '4., That hedo good with them, that is the moſt 
general point, that 1s,, that he 1imploy them ſome 
-way or other. for. the: benefit of others. He muſt 
not live: to himſelf alone,” he mult. delign greater 


things than the: getting an eſtate, or the raiſing a 


family; ifothers be not advantaged by him, he is 
richto no purpoſe. And therefore it will concern 
him to do kindneſles and good offices where he 
can, to beliberal and Hoſpitable, to oblige his 
Friends and Relations all-ways poſſible, to afliſt all 
about him with his counſel, to encourage them 
by hisexample; ina word, to make uſe of that In- 
terelt and Reputation that his fortune hath given 
him above others, to do kindnelles tothem. 

2. Hemuſt not think it ſufficient to do this good 
now and then, upon particular and more rare oc- 
calions;; but he muſt abound in as of goodneſs. 
That is the meaning; of, the Apoſtles ſecond. ex- 
preſſion of being rich in good . works. He mult lo 
| Rudy andimprovean the, Art of doing good, that 

|. 1 . lis 


at the Sr1TTLE, 
his good deeds do equal his riches, nay the words 


import that his true riches are only placed in, and 
to be meaſured by his good deeds. He 1s not to 
think himſelf farther rich than he is rich in good 
works. The more plentifully God hath bleſſed him 
with worldly wealth, the more diligent and indu- 
ſtrious and ſolicitous he muſt be to do good with 
it, otherwiſe he is poorer than thoſe that perhaps 
he now and thenout of charity relieves. 

And ly, Leſt this doing good, and being rich in good 
works ſhould only be interpreted of doing - ſuch 
kindneſles and good deeds that coſt us nothing but 
the expence ofour time or the employment of our 

ains, or the ufe of our intereſt with others ; the 
Apoſtle adds this further thing, that the Rich man 
muſt be ready to diſtribute; that 1s, very free to part 
with his money according to the proportion God 
hath bleſſed him with, upon every occalton of real 
and ufeful charity; whether that charity be of a 
more publick nature, as for inſtance, when 1t 1s 
exprelled for the advancing _ and the ſer- 
vice of God, or for the making ſtanding provili- 
ons for the poor, or laſtly, any way for the ſerving 
the neceſſities, or increaſing the conveniencies of 
the place where we live, by any publick uſeful be- 
nefaction: Or 2ly, whether this charity be of a 
more private nature, \extendingno farther than to 
particular perſons that — in our way, whom 
» we 
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we are convinced to be real obje&tsof it; to theſe 
likewiſe we mult be ready to diliribute; every poor 


| neceſlitons perſon hath a right to part of what we 


have, if we can really ſatisfie our ſelves, that our 


- almswilldohim a real good, and will not be any 


great prejudice to us. | 

But 4thly and laſtly, the Apoſtle adds another 
thing to all this, and that 18,that the Rich man muſt 
be willing 10 communicate. If the ſence of this phraſe 
be difterent from the former it will ſeem to import 
yet a higher degree of Liberality. It will import 
that Rich men ſhould be of ſuch publick ſpirits, 


and fo little eſteem their wealth their own, that it 


ſhould in a manner be made a common thing, where- 


in all ſhould ſhare as there was occaſion. This is 
the notion of #cwwyia or communicating, as it was 
uſed in the beginning of Chriſtianity. S. Luke in 
Afs 2. having told us that the farft Chriſtians con- 
tinued in the Apoſtles doarine, and in commu- 
nicating, preſently explains what he meant by that 
communion. All ( faith he v. 44. ) that believed 
were. together and had all things common, and ſold their 
poſſeſſions. and gods, and parted them to all men! as every 
man had need. | | 

God be thanked theChurch of Chriſt isnot now in 
ſuch circumſtances that it 1seitherneedful or reaſon- 
able preciſcly. to obſerve the-pra&iceof thoſe times 
as to this matter. We are not only. not obligedto 
| part 


at the Se1trTLE, 


part with the propriety of our eſtate, and tolive in 
commonas the hritperſecutedChriſtians did, but we 
ſhould be highly indiſcreet,not to fay injurious both 
toour ſelves and the publick,1t we did. But thisnot- 
withſtanding, their practice and the charge here 
laid upon us to be communicative will thus far oblige 
us,viz, that we Chriſtians ſhould always retain that 
publick generous ſpirit that they in the firſt times 
were ated with. We ſhould ſit ſolooſe from the 


world, and ſo unconcerned in the diſtin&ion of 


meum and tuum, that we ſhould make it our buſt- 
neſs to do good with what we have, thinking our 
wealth beſt employed when it 1s put to that uſe. 
And when the cauſe of God, and the common'in- 
tereſt of our Chriſtian Brethren doth require it, we 
ſhoald then as freely: part withall we have as our 
Predeceſlors in Chriſtianity did; Following herein 
the Precept of our Lord to the young man who 
came'to enquire of him what he ſhould do that he 
might inherit eternal life, and who was thus an- 
ſwered by our Saviour;that though he had kept the 
Commandments, yet he wanted one thing to make 
him perfedt (that is to make him a True Chriftian) 
and that was, to ſell all that he had and give'to the poor 
and come and follow him, and then he ſhould have rea: 
ſure in Heaven, Mat. 19.21% 7 
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Thus have I given you a brief account of each 
particular ofthe Rich mans duty asit 1s ſumm'd up 
in the Text; and ſome perhaps will think it is ſe- 
vere enough ; whether it be ſo or no, I now diſpute 
not, but I am ſure it is ſeverely required of them, 
This we may gather from S. Pauls way of urging 
it, charge them ( ſaith he ) that are rich in this world that 
they be not high minded, 8c. He doth not ſay, recom- 
mend this to them as a thing that 1s very reaſonable 
in it ſelf, and will highly | «cada them; he doth 
not ſay, put them in mind of it as a thing by which 

. they may gain a great deal of Honour and reputa- 
tion totheir Religion ; he doth not fay, exhort and 
erſwade them to it, as a thing that will at laſt con- 
A to their own advantage : But he faith, charge 


they ſhould thus practiſe, it was a duty indiſpenſa- 
bly incumbent upon all of them; and this is the-Se- 
cond General Point I am to inſiſt on. ; 

Andcertainly this order of S. Paul to Fimuthy 
is:a ſkanding warrant, a perpetual commiſſion to 
all Miniſters of the Goſpel to charge the fame thing 
upon.all. Rich men in all places and times. But in the 
preiling and enforcing this charge I ſhall not fo 
much have regard to the three former duties. as 


- 
x 


our wealth, the cxerciling a&ts of Bounty and 
Charity 


it upon them, intimating that there was a neceſſity 


to.the laſt, which concerns the doing good with 


at the SP1ITTLE, 


Charity as we have opportunity.. Charge them that 
are rich in this world, that they do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to diflribuze, W1 ling to Communicate. 


Now in. Four reſpedts eſpecially, Rich men are 
thus to be charged,. and a neceſſity lies upon thena 
to practiſe. accordingly, viz. 


Gratitude, 
uſtice, 
In point of NY 4 
Self-preſervation.. 


Ef all theſe put together do-not make the obliga- 
tion indiſpenſable 1 know not what will. I will 
ſpeak briefly of each particular, 

Firſt; if Rich :men- do not+ thus employ their 
wealth; they are-guilty of great Ingrazitude. That is 
the leaſt evil imputationthey fall under, and yet.to- 
any ingenyuous man it is heavy enough, for to call 
a man Unthaukful is as great.a.reproach as you. can. 


_ caſt upon him. 


W hoever acknowledgeththe Being of God, and 
owns his Providence in the-world, mult neceſſarily 
believe that all that. portion of good things which. 
he enjoys in this life doth proceed-from that God: 
as the Author and Fountain, though they be im 
mediately conveyed to him by the Miniſtery. of. {e+ 

SS 
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cond Cauſes ; and his Reaſon-and Humanity will 


ſuggeſt to him,thatthereareſome returns-of Grati- 
tude to be made to Him that of his free bountyhath 
thus obliged him; but what returns can he make 
toGod for his bleſſings, other than in-communica. 
ting; thoſe bleſſings among; his fellow creatures ? 
To think that a verbal acknowledgment of - God's 
favours 1 a ſuitable return, is againlt the common 
fenceof mankind, who know that there goes more 
to a mans being truly grateful than the entertaining 
the perſon that obliged him with fair ſpeeches and 
profeſſions of his Obligations :- And on the other 
{ide, to think of requiting God in a proper ſence, 
by returning real: kindnefſes to him, for. thoſe he 
hath dane tous, as equally atalurd ; forall the ſervi- 
ces we can pay to him, canipt add any-thingtohis 
infinite Blefiedneaſs,How:'then :tmuſt we: expreſs 
ourthankfulneſsfor thewealth that he hath vidow. 
edupon-us? why he himſelf hath preſcribed the 
way tous, 'Hehath devolved hisright toour kind- 
neſsupor.our Brethren. He hath deputed them to 
receive the real teſtimonies of our gratitudeto him, 
and whatſoever obligations we put upon them, he 
takes them as an expreſſion of our Loveand thank- 
fulneſs to: him. Wo#6 

T his our Saviour himſelf hath told us in expreſs 


words, in the 2 5 of S. Mat.Inaſmuch (ſaith he) as ye 


bave done it, 5. e. done a&ts of kindneſs and charity 


one 


at the SpitTrTaL x; 


one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it' umo 
ne. And the charitable contributions of the Hebrew 


* Chriſtians to their indigent brethren; 'is by S. Pauf 


ſtyled a work and labour of love ſhewed to God himſelf, 
Heb. 6. If therefore Rich men would not be un- 
kind and ingrateful to him that gave themall they 
have; there is a neceſſity they ſhould:do good,&c. 

Secondly, The Practice of this mult likewiſe be 
charged upon them in point of Juflice as well as 
Gratitude, 1t is a piece of diſhoneſty not to do good 
with the wealth that God hath givenus, for it is a 
falſifying our truſt it is an embezling our Maſters 
goods, and putting them to quite other uſes than 
thoſe he gave us them for. We are not to think. 
that God ever made a mar rich for his own ſake 
alone, for the ſerving his own turns, and the fatis- 
faction of his own private delires without reſpe&t 


to the community. No at the beſt we are but the 


Stewards of Gods —— A ſtock of Talents 
he hath committed to all of us, to ſome in greater 


and to others in ſmaller proportions, and out of 


this {tock he hath given us leave to make proviſion 
for the neceſlities and conveniencies' of our felves 
and our famulies; but we -muſt. not think all our 
own that accrues to us, ſo that it 1s at our libert 

whether we will hoard it up or ſpend it profulſcly. 
No, we mult have regard to therelt of our Maſters 
fervants. After we have [erved our own'needs we: 
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muſt difpenſe the ſurpluſage among the family of 
God, otherwiſe we are:falſe and wicked Stewards, 
we abuſe and miſemploy our Maſters Talents, and 
a ſevere account we. ſhall one day render tor ſo do- 
ing. | 

> hirdly, Mens Religion and Chriſtianity are 
alſo deeply concerned in this point, Works of 
Charity are ſo eſſential to all Religion, and more 
eſpecially to that which we call Chriſtian,that with- 


- out them it is but an empty name in wholoever 


profelles it. Let men pretend what they will, let 
them be never ſo Orthodox in their belief, or re- 

ular in their converſation, or ſtri& in the perfor- 
mance of thoſe duties that relate to the worthip of 
God, yet if they be hard hearted and uncharitable, 
it God hath giventhem wealth, and they have not 
hearts to do good with it, they have no true piety 
towards God. They may have a name to live, but 
they are really dead. An unmerciful Chriſtian, or 
a Religious covetous man, are terms that imply a 
contradiction. For the ſatisfying you of this, I ſhall 
but need to put theſe following queſtions, 

Canthat man be accounted Religious that nei. 
ther loves-God nor his neighbour ? ſure hecannot, 
for theſe two things are the whole of Religion as 
the Holy Scripture often aſſures us; but now the 
Covetous man neither doth the one nor the other. 
His neighbors he doth not love, that is certain ; for 

if 
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ifhe did they would find fome fruits of it ; utileſs this 
be to be accounted love to give them good-words, 
#0 ſay to a brother or a ſiſter! that is naked and deſtitute” of 
daily food, depart in peacp, be ye warmed and filled, when Fancs +. 
wotwithſlanding they give them not thoſe things that be- "Rue 
needful for the body. But this\kind of love'S: Fas 
bath long ago declared not to be worth any: thing. 
And as for the lave'of God'another *Apaſtte hath 
put it out of doubt, that the uncharitable man hath 
no ſuch thing in|him. - 1. Whoſo { ſaith S. Fohn Y hath : 74n;: | 
thit worlds gud and-ſeerth his brother have need, 'und' (þut- 7 
reth up his bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him? For he that loveth not his: brother cap. 4. 1; | 
whom he hath ſeen, | how can he:love God whom: he hath | 
wt feent 1-115 hog igids ot yinmod Lo enlft 
. - Can he be: thought a Religious' man ior a true 
Chriſtian, that wants: the two: main; qualifications 
that go tothe making up a Diſciple of Chrilt, that 
is to ſay, Faith and; Repentance? yet'tthis doth'he 
that 18 rich in this: world, : butis not rich: in'good works. 
Good works: are the: very. ſoul of Faith, and' it is 
no more alive without them than'the Boy is with- | 
out the Spirit, as S. James has'exprelly told us. If mme:z: | 
we mean that our Fath ſhould avail us any thing, ** | 
it muſt work (or. be made perfe& ) ' by»Chariy; __ . | 
ſaith S. Paul, for though a man have 'all faith ſo-rbat 
he could remove mountains, i. e. though he be ſo heartily 
perſwaded of the truth of Chriſts Religion _— 

FD = = 
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the ſirevgth of his belief to be able to work mira- 
cles, as was uſual inthe firſt times of Chriſtianity, 


yet iſ be have not charity his Faith is nothing. If it be 


 faid that the charity that S.Paul makes fo neceſlary 


toeffeRual Faith, is not giving alms but quite ano- 
ther thing, for according to him a man may give all 
his goods to feed the poor, and yet want the Charity 
that he ſpeaks of : I anſwer, it is true a man may ' 
give alms, and very largely, and yet want that 
Charity that S. Paul here fo much recommends; 


but. then on the other ſide, none can have that 


Charity that he ſpeaks of, but they will certainly 
expreſs it in alms and bounty as they have ability 


and opportunity : ſo that for all this ſuggeſtion 


Alms and bounty are abſolutely neceſlary to the 
efficacy of Faith. if there be kao of doing 
them : The plain account of this matter is this, 
S: Paul ſpeaks of Charity with refpect to its in- 
ward principle in. the: heart, which conſiſts in an 
univerſal kindneſs. and good will to the whole 
Creation of God; and we ſpeak of it with reſpe&t 
to the outward fruits of it m thelife and converſa- 
tion, which are all forts of good works, efpecially 
works of mercy and bounty : but both theſe come- 
tothe fare thing as to-our purpoſe, for the one al- 
ways followsthe other;; whereever there is charity 
m the heart it muſt of neceſſity ſhew it ſelf in theſe: 

kind of ations as there 1s occaſion, otherwiſe the: 
IS $M ec 
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charity is not true but only pretended, for as S.John 
bath told us, He that loverh ( 3% <ArS«q ) in truth, muſt 
love &» ipye in work and in deed. 

And then as for Repentance ; Charity and Alms- 
giving 1s a neceſlary ingredient into that alſo. 


When S. John Baptiſt came preaching Repentance zag z.1s; | 


unto Iſrael, the people asked him ſaying what ſhall **+ 
we do? meaning in what manner they ſhould 
expreſs their Repentance: his anſwer was 
this, He that hath two coats let him impart to him that hath 
none, and he that hath meat let him do ſo likewiſe; and 
ſuitable to this was the Prophets advice to the King 
of Babylm, when he exhorteth him to Repentance; 
break off thy ſins ( laith he ) by gmt and thy ini- ,,, 0p" 
quity by ſhewing mercy to the poor, that is, evidence thy 
Repentance by thy Alms-givingand Charity. 
Furthermore, can he be either a good man ora 
good Chriſtian, that lives in the habitual negle& 
ofthat, which of all other virtues God in Scripture 
ſeems to ſet the greateſt value upon; and contra- 
riwiſe practiſeth that which God hath moſt parti- 
cularly declared! his hatred and averſion to? yet 
thus doth he that 18 not charitable with what he 
hath. So highly acceptable to God are works of 
mercy and charity,that they. are declared to be the 


ſacrifices with which he is well pleaſed; Heb: x .3. the things 


in which he doth delight, Jerem. 9. 2.4. and bleſſed and 
happy are they pronounced that do them,Prov. 22.9. 
D' 2 | cap. 


| 
| 
| 
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cap. 14. 21. for hereby, men become! the children of 
God, Luke 6. 35. and entitled to hs more eſpecial 


. care and protection, Pſ. 41.1, &c. nay ſo dear do 


they render a man to his Maker, that the wiſe ſon 
of Sirach ſcrupled not to recommend the practice 
of them in theſe terms, Be thou ( ſaith he) a Father 
zo the ſatherleſs and inſtead of a husband unto their mother, 
ſo ſhalt thou be as the Sonof the moſt high, and he ſhall 
love thee more than thy own mother nh. + 

On-'the other fide, 1f we will believe the Scri- 


pture, there is nothing more odious to God. than: 


the contrary.qualities and practices. The love.of money, 
which.is the foundation of all uncharitableneſs, is: 


*1n Scripture -called: the root of all- evil; as certainly 


the.greateſt evils and miſchiefs in the: world do of: 
ten take their beginning from thence. Thoſe that 
are coverous are ſtyled by the name of Idolaters, than 
which no.more hateful appellation can be given to- 
a man in the Sacred language; It 18 ſaid of the:cove- 
zour that God abborreth them; which implies the ut- 
molt averſion that the Divine nature is capable of, 
to any ſort of men or things. The uncharitable and: 
hard-hegrted men God hath declared he will have 
no mercy on ; but they ſhall have judgment without mercy 

that have |hewed no mercy. | | 
Fourthly and laſtly,'. a--neceſflity 'there-is, that 
thoſe that gre rich in this world, ſhould do good and be rich 
in good works, &c, upon their. own account, Thongh: 
| there 


Py 
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there wereno other: tye-upon- theih,. yet ſelf-love 
and ſel{-preſervation-would oblige'thtm ito-it.” I 
meddle not here, how far in point: of worldly in- 
tereſt they are concerned to be charitable; though 
even the motives drawn from-hence are'very con- 
ſiderable. For: certainly, charity is)a/mieans/not 
only to preſerve and fecure to them what they have, 
and to make them enjoy it more comfortably, but 
alſo to increaſe their fore. No man is ever poorer 
for what he giveFaway in uſeful charity, buton the 
contrary he thrives better for it. ' God!ſeldom' fails, 
im this world amplyto'repay what 4s'thus lent'to 
him, beſides the other bleſſings that accompany his 
ſtore, and go along with it to his children atter him: 
This I am ſure is ſolemnly promifed; and in theor- 
divary diſpenſationsof Providence-we'lte it gene- 
rally. made good :. whereas to the greedy andiperiu- 
rious man, all things fall out quite contrary; he 
may have wealth, but he hath: little comfort init ; 
for a curle generally attends it; of which he- feels 
the ſad effects in a variouſly miſerable and'ivexa- 
tious life, and often-in':either having-none, "or*an 
unfortunate poſterity, FLOG © forld'1 

But this is not the thing that Tmeanto infiſt on: 
This world laſts but fora while, and it-is' no great 


. matter: how. we fare in it ; but wethave {ouls-that 


muſt live for ever. . 'If therefore 'men have any 


kindneſs. for them, if they mean not tobe undone: 
| to: 
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toall eternity, it.is abfolutely neceſſary they ſhould 
do good with what they have. O thatuncharita- 
ble Rich men would think upon that woe that our 


| Zug6.24. Sayiour Pronounceth againit them. Wo unto you 


that are rich, for ye have received your conſolatiom, O 
that they would ſeriouſly confider and often re- 
member thoſe words of Abraham to the Rich man 


| Zuke 16, in Hell, Son ( faith he ) remember that thou in thy 


life receivedſi thy good things, and Lazarus evil things ; 
but new be is comforted and « i art tormented. Not that 
it is a crimetobe rich, or to have good things in 
our. life; 'no, it is the inordinate love of their 
wealth (to which thoſe that have it are too fre- 
quently prone ) and their not imploying it to thoſe 
purpoſes of doing good for which it was given ; 
it 5 theſe things that bring theſe curſes upon them, 
and really mgbe# eafier, without an Hyperbole, for 
a Camel to go _ the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Luke 18. 2 5. 
Certain it is there is no one {tn that can be named, 
.doth more fatally exclude from Salvation than this 
we are ſpeaking of. We never find the Prophets, 
or the Apoſtles giving a liſt of thoſe black crimes 
that will involve all that are guilty of them in inevi- 
table deſtruction, but we are ſure to meet with 
covetouſneſs, and all the attendants of it among 


them; as many inſtances might be given. Nay. 


ſo greatis this fin of uncharitableneſs, and not doing 
good 
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good with our wealth, that God inthe final ſen- 
tence that he ſhall paſs upon wicked men, to their 
condemnation at the laſt day, ſeems to take no no- 
tice of the other {ins and crimes of their life, but 
only tocenſure them for this. Thus we find that 2a, :5, 
when the King, having gathered all nations before 3: ©* 
him, comes to pronounce the ſentence upon thoſe: 
on his left hand; who are thoſe that are doomed to: 
everlaſting fire; there is no mention made of their 
criminal actions; they are not condemned for 
fraud and oppreſſion, for unbelicf and irrcligion,. 
for lewdneſs and debauchery, though any of theſe 
be enough to damn a man-: but meerly for their 
not doing good, for their not relieving the neceſſi» | 
tous, and exerciling other acts of Charity when it 
was in'their power. 


Since now from theſe Conſiderations it: dotli 
appear how neceffary,how ws aduty its; 
to do good with what we have, tobe rich ingood works,. | 
zo be ready to difiribute, and willing to communicate; let" | 
me at this time charge alF of you that are rich in this: | 
world, as your wonld not be unthankful to your- 
great Benefaftor, nor unjuſt to your neighbours ;. 
as you have any picty towards God; or any care 
of your own {ouls, that you- pat it in' praice.. 
And two inſtances. of this great diity the 2! 

obs 
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oblige me_more particularly to recommend to 
OI: [3 5:6! e047 \r] , | 
f The firſt is the buſineſs, of the Hoſpitals; the 
encouraging and promoting that Charity which 
the picty of our Anceſtors begun, and whoſe ex- 


amples their Succeſlors. have. hitherto worthily 
followed, and of. which we ſee excellent effects at 


this day ; for-this we need no better proof than the 
Report given in of, the great number of poor Chil. 
dren, and other poor people maintained in the 
ſeveral. Hoſpitals, 'under. the piqus care of the 
Lord Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of London 


the year laſt paſt. 


. For theſe. ſo great inſtances, of Charity, what 
have we to do, but with all Gratitude-to comme- 
morate thoſe noble and publick ſpirits that firſt 
began them; and with all devotion to put up our 
prayers to God tor all thoſe now alive that have 
Kal promoters and. encouragers of ſuch good 
works; and laſtly, with all chearfulneſs and dili- 

xence to follow theſe Patterns by liberally contri- 
$I to. their Maintenance: and advancement. 
Theſe are the, Publick Banks and Treaſuries in 
which we may ſately lodge that money which we 
lend out to God, . and may from him expect the In- 
tereſt. | O what comfort will it be tous when we 
come todye, to beableto fay to our ſelves, That 


portion | 
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_ of goods that' God hath in his Providence 

iſpenſed to me, I have neither kept unprofitably 
in; a Napkin; nor fquander'd it away upon my luſts, 
but part of it I have put out towards the reſtoring 
my miſerable Brethren to the right aſe of their rea- 
ſon and underſtanding, part of it to the amend- 
ing mens manners, and from idle and diſlolute 
perſons,redeeming them to virtue and ſobriety, and 
making them ſomeway profitable to the Publick ; 
part of it for the healing the ſick, and curivg the 
wounded, and relieving the miſerable and neceſſi- 
tous; and laſtly, another part of it towards the 
Educating poor helpleſs Children in uſeful arts for 
their bodies, and in the Principles of True Reli- 
gion for [cir Souls, that ſo both in their Bodies 
and Syicits they may be in a capacity to Glorifie 
God, and to ierve their Countrey, T hele are all 
oreat tings, and in which way / ik of them we 
lay out our ſelves, we ſerve excellent ends of Cha- 
rity. | 


25 


But there 18 another point of uſeful publick Cha. 


rity, which though the occaſton of this meeting 
hath nothing to do with it, yet the preſent neceſſi- 
ty of the thing doth oblige me ſeriouſly to recom- 
mend to you. There are few I believe in this 
City either ignorant, or inſenſible of the extreme 
numerouſneſs of Beggars in our Streets, and un- 
leſs care be taken, their number is likelytoin —_— 

E or 
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for thisſeems to be a growing evil;  Edare not lay 
the faultof this upon the delectiveneſs of our Laws, 
nor dare I ſay,. that the proviſions made for the 
poor, are incompetent or difproportionable to the 
number of them, for perhaps the uſual publick 
Taxes, and private Free-will offerings diſcretely 
managed,would goa great way towards the curing 
this evil; ſuppoling the richer Pariſhes to contri- 
bute tothe maintaining the poorer. But here is 
the mifery, we do not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh be- 
tween our poor; nor take care to make proviſions 
for them, according to their reſpeQive neceſſities, 
There are fome that by reafon cither of old ape, 
or evil accidents, are perfealy unable to earn a 
livelihood for themſelves; orto beany way ufeful 
to the publick, except by their Prayers and their 
good- examples; and to ſee ſuch go a begging is 
a ſhame toour Chriſtianity, and a reproach toour 
Government. There are others that are fit to la- 
bour,and might prove uſeful members of the Com- 
monwealth many ways, if they were rightly ma- 
naged : now the True Charity to thefe is not to 
reheve them, to: the encouragement of their idle- 
neſs; but toemploy them, to put theminto ſucha 
way that they may both maintain themſelves and 
help towards the maintaining of others; and if 
they refuſe this, et them ſuffer for their folly; for 
there is no reaſon 4has theſe ſhould cat that will not work 
hte 
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if they be able, | A neceſlity therefore there 1s if 


ever this ſcandalous publick nuſance of common 
begging be redreſled, that theſe four things be 
taken careof. #. That thoſe that gannot work be 
maintained without begging. 2// Thatthoſe that 
can work and are willing, havefuchpublick pro- 
viſions made that they may be employed in one 
way or other, according as they are capable, and 
every one receive fruits of his labour proporttona- 
ble to his induſtry, 3. That thoſe that can work 
and will not, be proſecuted according to the 
Laws, as Rogues and* Vagrants and peſts of the 
Kingdom. And laſtly, after ſach publick pro- 
vitions are made for the maintaining both ſorts of 
Poor that are objects of Charity ; that is, the help- 
leſs, and thoſe that endeavour to help themſelves ; 
that all perſons be exhorted and directed to put 
their private Charity in the right Channel, wholly 
withdrawing it from the lazy and the luſty Beg- 
oars, leſt they be thereby encouraged in their m- 
famous courſe of life, and giving it to thoſe who 
by publick order ſhall be recommended to them. 
Theſe things T hope I may without offence re- 
commend to the Wiſdom and Care ofthe Govern- 
ment of this Honourable City/ ftnce thereare both 
Heads enough to contrive the particn}ar ways of 
curing theſe evils, and Hands enough that will be 
open to contribute what is needful to fo uſeful a 
== Rs 
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work, Certain it 15 the thing is practicable, ſince 
it hath been, and is practiſed in ſome Towns of 


| this Nation, and in ſeveral beyond the Seas. And 


that it is needful, there is none that hath any true 
ſenſe of Charity ( which conlſiſte as much in taking 
care to prevent the muſeries and neceſlities of man- 


kind, as in relieving them, ') there is none that hath 


any regard to the Reputation of our Religion, or 
the Honour and good Government of this City or 
Kingdom,but mult needs acknowledge. 

It is one of the great Glories of this City, that 
as they have been always faithful and prudent in 
the management of thoſe Publick Charities that they 
have been entruſted with, ſo have they been very 
ready toencreaſeand to add to them.” And God 
without doubt hath bleſſed them the more for this 
very thing ; as indeed the belt atonement that any 
people can make for the many fins that the place is 
guilty of, is the Sacrifice of Alms and Charity. 


And Ihopethat which condemned Sodom: ; to wit. 


that there were not ten righteous men found in it (that 
is, men that were of a Publick ſpirit, that were 
truly Liberal, and Bountiful, and Charitable, for 
that 1s an uſual Notion of Righteouſneſs in the Old: 
Teſtament, and there are ſome paſlages in this 
Hiſtory which make it probable that it may be the 
notion of it here ) I ſay that very thing it is to be 
boped, hath, and will preſerve. this. City of ours ; 
22 HER ; _- be 
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becauſe, as far as we can gather, there are 1n it ma- 
ny times ten ſuch Righteous perſons. In truth if 
there were not ſeveral good men among us, that by 
the exemplarity of their lives, and their Charity, | 
do ſtand in the gap between the reigning (ns of the 
times, and the Judgments of God that threaten 
us for them; it .would; be a melancholy thing to 
think what would become of us. But ſo long as 
God 1s pleaſed to continue to us a ſucceſſion of 
thoſe that fear God, and hate covetouſneſs; that 
make it their bulineſs to do- goodand to-ſcrve their 
generation, there is hopes that he' will yet continue 
to bleſs us. | And ſo gracious hath God been to 
our City and Kingdom in. this reſpe;that ( tothe 
glory of his-name be.it ſpoken ) whatever boaſts 
they. of the. Ghurch'of . Rome are wont to make of 
the Charitableneſs.of their Religion, in oppoſition 
to. the penuriouſneſs of ours; and reproach us 
with-the bounty and munificence of our Popiſh 
Anceſtors, and the barrenneſs of their Proteſtant 
Succeſlors : yet,we may ſafely affirm that there 
have been more publick. works of Charity done in 
this City and Kingdom: fince the Reformation, 
than can be proved to have been done in the ſame 
compals of years during all the time that Popery 
prevailed among us, Fas 
'O therefore let! us go on. to: do:this Honour to 
qur Rehgion, let us. go. on. by our good works to 
adorn; 
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adorn the dodtrine of God that'we profeſs. Let us 
not only equal but labour to exceed: the Piety and 
the Publick-ſpiritedneſs of our Forefathers. - Let 
: every one both Magzſtrates and People in their fe- 
veral capacities, be zealous and vigorous both in 
conſulting, in contriving, and in ating for the 
publick good as much as 1s poſhble. 


And for your greater inconragement thus to do, 
let it be remembred, in the laſt place, that beſides 
the outward advantages both publick and private 
that we reap'by being charitable;' this is the beſt 
. courſe we can take to ſecure our everlaſting Hap- 

ineſs in the world to come. For 10 do good with 
our wealth, # 6e rich in good works, 18 berready to di- 
ſtribute, willing to commmicate, i (' asthe- Apoſtle m 
the Text tells us ) the way to lay up to our ſelves in flore 
a good Foundation againſt the time to come,” that we may 
lay hold on eternal life. And this is the Third thing 
I am to inſiſt on from the Text. + 

I mean not here to tronble you with the Criti- 
ciſms about the word I#4a:@- 1n the Text, by 
diſputing whether it ſhould be render'd Foundation 
as it is in our Tranſlation; though to lay up a 
foundation ſeems an unuſual way of ſpeaking ; we 
do not lay up Foundations but build upon them : 
'or whether the word ſhould be taken to fignifie the 
Bond or the Evidence that God hath given us for the 

| | per in 
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rformance of his part! of the.Govenant ; as it is 
aſed by! this: Apoftle:elfewhere, where he tells us 
that the Foundation of God ſtanderts fure having this feal, » Tim. :. 
that is to/ ſay, that Covenant or 'Indenture; 'that '® 
God hath made with mankind, ſtandeth ſure, and 
hath this ſeal put to it; for” mer do not: pat [ſeals 
| to foundations but to Covenants: Or laſtly, whe. 
ther the word ſhould be rendred a Treafure, fo ag 
to read the Text thus, laying' np 1 themſelves a good 
Treaſure againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold 
#4 eternal life } The original word ( fay the Learn- 74a. or. 
e& ) is capable of being Tranflated all theſe ways, j1"* | 
and the laſt ſeems as natural as any; forto lay up 
Treafure to our ſelves againſt the time to come, 1s 
2 proper way of ſpeaking, and that which our Sa- 
viour frequently uſeth: m' that 'very thing we. are 
here treating of, But it matters not much which 
of them we pitch upon, for they all come to one 
ſence; and thats this, That to be' very charitable 
in this world 1s a good means to ſecure to- our: 
| felves a title to.cternal happmeſs in the next. 

But to prevent all miſunderſtanding, that may: 
happenof this point; I dehire before. I [peak di- 
reatlyto it, to premiſe theſe two things. 

Firſt, Though we do maintain with the An- 
cient Church, the efficacy of Charity and good' 
works for the furthering a mans Salvation, yet 
we utterly reject thoſe dottrines-which the Modern 
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Romaniſts: have advanced: in this matter.  . The 
Popiſhdo&rines about good-worksare. theſe: three 
following, T bat good works are meritorious ; do 
deſerve the Favour and the Rewards of God Al- 
mighty. Again, that the ſurpluſage of a 'mans 
good works, that is to-fay, the merits' of ſomany 
of his good deeds, asare over and above what 1s 
ſufficient to ſave his own ſoul, may by the Church 
be diſpenſed out to the benefit of others, they be- 
ing part of the Churches treaſure; and upon this 
foundation they ground their Indulgences. And 
laltly, that:good works, 5. e. the Alms of dying 

r{ons, that are given to the Church or Clergy, 


. will by the means of the Maſſes and Diriges that 


they purchaſe to be ſaid for them, be eftecual for 


the freeing their ſouls out of the Torments of Pur- 


gatory.  Thele are the Popiſh doctrines concern- 
ing good works,which we all juſtly reje&as having 
no foundation in Scripture, or good Antiquity ; 
and being apparently contrived for the promoting 
their ſecular gain and advantage. But then a« for 
the neceſſity,or the conduciveneſs of good works to 
a mans Salvation, which isall we here plead for, I 
know no good Proteſtant but doth as earneſtly 
contend for it as any of that Communion. 
Secondly, Whatever efficacy we attribute to 


works of C harity asa means for the obtainin g cter- 


nal life; we would not be underſtood hereby to 
EX- 
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exclude the neceſſary concufrenice of other virtues' 


and graces to\that-end. © It doth not from hence 
follow,' that it-isan indifferent matter, what Ret: 
gian-a:man.s of, or what kind of life heleads, if 
he be but mighty bountiful to the poor, and .do a 
great deal of good inhis life. No, how accepta- 
bleto God ſoever the Sacrificeof ' Alms; and! Cha- 
rity be; yet we are not toexpeR, itſhall be/availa- 
bleto our Salvation, unleſs it proceed from a'pure 


| heart, and be offered with a lively Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt; and accompanied with a fincere endeayour 


to obey all Gods Commandments. Eternal Hap: 
pineſs is not propoſed in the Goſpel, as ai reward 
of any_one {angle virtue, no wot of/ the! greateſt, 
but. of all of them/ together ;; if indeed there can 
be any true virtue where there is' not a conjundtion 
of all; I ſay if-there can be,” for S. James ſeems to 
afrm;that there - cannot: Whoſoeve? *{ faith he ) 
ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in ine point, be is 
geilgiof cw omg own (Do ee ISI ORD art 
| But nowhawing ſaid this by'way' of caution to 
prevent all occaſion that any may'take from-our {6 
carneltly preſiihg Charity,toundervalue and: neg- 
le& other duties : It cannot bedenyed on:theother 
{ide, : that yery greateffedts are byour:Saviour and 
bis Apoliles, aſcribed to this virtue with” reſpect 
to/mens-Salyation 1n-the other world: :.:. th 
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g4 the-6th-of $, Luke, our: Lord thui-advileth, 


Love { faith he) your eneries, mh 76 him that: asheth, 


do gona, - and lend; | boping for nithing again,” ſo ſhall your 


reward be great, and ye ” Poll be. the children of the mofi 


bigheſl. | Now ſure to be mat ery? to. great rewards, 
and to be the children of the nnſt bigh doth look! farther 
than this: preleut world. - Qur Saviour-without 
doubt means the fame thing here, thathe expreſſes 

upen the fame occaſion in another place, viz, They 
( thoſe that you do. good to ) canner FeCOMpence yon, 
but on _ be RTE rely FiſuroeSien f the 


Juſt; 
Again. the Parable of the auf Stnward "_ 


Pr. r fo well for hirolelf againſt a bad time; 


qut of ma Matters goods phe ; is wholly defipned to 
this/pur etheAp plication of it Riffiei- 
ently 77,1 fo eqanicr rk, (ones faid that the 


_ Lodddfthis Steward commended him for! his p 


vidence and care of himlelf, he'thus applies 1 to 
all his Diſciples. Fherefore | ſay unto you, make you ſriends 
to: your ſelnes of, the  Mammon of ungighteoufneſs (5,2. of 
theſe falfe deceitful riches): that when you þ fail you may 

be received intd everlaſting rw are phinly decking 
thattbe belt iprovifion he rich men car make for 
themſelves,” agaimit the time of thei death, in or- 
der totheirxeception into the other world, muft 
bethe charitable: ations they do withtheir wealth 
whe they ive here. 


Laſtly, 
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very ſamething-in effe&,” that is Faid #the Texts; 


for this'is his counſel to 4ll-that mean t6: beta Y 


in the next life; viz. that they ſell that rh have (- 
is when the timesare ach that'1t is  reaforrable” wn 
do ) that they give alms ; for thereby they provide to then 
ſelves bags which wax not old;  Treaſurt in the Havel 
where no thief ap proacherh Air moth corrupreth. * 

To theſe three Texts of oiir Saviour; T on 4d 


three others of three of his/ Apottles: :which' ſpeak 


juſt tothe ſame eſte, and with them T'thall*con- 

chide. \Thelfirit is that of 'S. Pail itt his Epiftleto 
the Hebrews; where having ſpoken molk' ſevere 
things, and denomiced no os than Hell fire agairlt 
the talſe brethren among thetn, yet thits he com- 


forts the' Church to'whom'he' writes: ©'* Buy —_ Eb. 6.9. 


( ſaith-he' ) we ave perſwaded better” thing s of ow, ani 
things that a6 accompany ſalvation, hat we this Tpeak. 
And what T'pray ts be reaſon he's thits erf ale? 


Verily. this, 'For” God (faith he?) is not * nope; "GY 


to forget your work and labor of love; which you have fhihw- 
ed to his name, in a FL have miwftred"to the Shins” 
and yet do mittiſter, was purely their home 
to the brethren, By made him have 'theſ[e' 1 it 
hopesof them, that they were 1 a ſtateof 'Salva- 
tion. - Though that Church as toother things was 
in: a ver y: degenerate condition,” yet conſidering 
the ney had bees 1abotious and diligent in the exerciſe 
F 2 of 
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- of Charity, .and {till continued fo to bej God wauld 


kk 


not. forget them, ' nay he was not ſo wnrighteous us tofor- 
getthem. | And then, that which follows inthe next 
verſe, is very obſcrvable ; And we deſire that every 
ane of you do ſhew the ſame diligence ( to wit, 1n'the/pra- 
Etice of charity ). to. the full aſſurance of hope unto the 
end. If they would have their hopesof a future 
life aſſured to them, the way to do it was to perſe- 
vere 1m, their diligent attendance to worksof mercy 
and kindneſs. and charity. | | 
The ſecond pallage is that of S, Joby. Hereby: 
( faith he.) perceive. we the love of God towards us; be- 
cauſe he laid down his life for us ;, and we ought 10 lay down: 
our lives for the brethren. But whoſo hath this worlds. 
cod, and ſeerh his brother bath need, . and ſhutteth up bis: 
oels\ of compaſſion. from hin, hn \dwelleth the "love of 
God in him.? Mya little .childrea;\ les us. not Iyve inr word 
azitber in tongue, put it deed .and \in truth 3 ana hereby wet 
know that we are of the truth, and ſhall: aſſure-our hearts 
beferebing, 1 pray mind that. | By-, our charitable 


_ diſpohition, and: doing good" to our brethren, by 


this we know we axe true diſciples. of Jefus Chrit,. 
and. this 1s that,, that. will aſſure- our hearts, will: give 
us caphdence to appear'/before Godat. the laſt day. 
when.he comes to judge the world.. And this is a 
point that the ;Apolile thinks ſo.conhliderable, thar 
be goes over with it again 1n the next verſe, Beloved 
if our hearts condemn.us not (i.e, condemn us not as, 
to 


F 
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to.this point of love and; charity) then bave we.confi» 
dence towards God; -and whatſoever - we ask;meeſball receive 
of him becauſe we dothoſe things that are pleaſmg-in his fight. 

Thelait Text to this purpoſe that Edefire may 

be taken notice oh, |18that of S:Peter,/: Above all things : ver.4. 8: | 
my brethren have fervent charity. among your ſelves, for 
charity ſhall cover the: multitude of fins; O how comlor- 
table are theſe words! there 1s none of us, eventhe 
beſt, but hath a multitude 'of {ans to anſwer for; 
by what meansnow. muſt weobtain,.that theſes 
ſhall be covered ? that/is, ſhall be forgiven ; for-co- x7. zz. :. | 
vering. of ſins; is the forgiveneſs. of them in: the | 
Scripture-language. Why, the: Apoſtle hath.di- 
reed. usto the niethod, abovy all-tbings put an-charity, 
for it is charity. that ſþall cover: the\mul:ituderof fins.” Cha: 
rity 1s of that power with-God,ithat it alone,/:isable 
to.overcomethe.malgnity of many of our {1ns:and: 
frailties, that would otherwiſe do-us miſehiet. If any 
thing can.make atonement for.the careleſneſs and: 
the many failings of our hves.; and prevent the pu 
niſhment thats due tothem.;. it is to be very. ohari: 
table, and todo much good: Charity.copers a multitude. 
of fins in this life. A great many temporal judgments, 
that would otherwile. have fallen upon.us.for our 
{1ns are hereby prevented, and that not only-pmvate- 
ones but publick. too: And Ithink-itnoPopery to-. 
affirm that Charity.will cover a multitude of ſinsin-the other 
life alſo. T hat is, whoever is6f atruly charitable dil+ 
polition, and doth a great deal of good in his gene-- 
| | rations. 


Ver. IO, 


oA Sermon preached ;$&c. 
ration, thoaph he\mayhave's great many” infirinis 
ties" and-iwiſcarriagesito-anſwer for; y@if he'be 
fincerely yirtuous mthe main, and-focapable of the 
rewardsofthe other world; his other faikngs will be 
overlooked, «they wilt be butied in his good deeds 
and the man ſhaltbe rewarded notwithitarding.Ot 
if he'be a vitiow perſon} and'1o- mult of neceflity fall 
thortof the alory that ſhall be revealed: yet (till in 

oportior), the good he hath done im his life will 
cover:the muititude of ſins. Thought will not be'dvail- 


-. able forthe making himhappy, becauſe he isnotca- 


pable ot being fo; yet it will be for the kſRnwng his 
puniſhment. He ſhall bein a much tnoreſtipporta- 
ble condition among the'miferable\ than thoſe” that 
ave been unmerciful; or- cruel-Qf uncharitable in 
their lives. | O'therefore what/re6maing, but that con! 
fidering all theſe things, we ſhould beſſlefaſt, un- 
moveable, always. abounding in theſe works' of the Lord, for 
as much as we know that our labour (ball not be in vain in 


the Lord. Giving all diligence 16 add to Faith, Virtne ; and. 


10 virtue,” Knowledge ; and to knowledge, Temperance , and 
to temperance: Patience; and to patience, Godlineſs ; and to 
godlineſs Brotherly kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs, Cha- 
rity. By our good works making our calling and eleflion ſure, 
(:fofome Copit have the 10th ver. of 1 Pet. x. 
that doing theſe things we may never fall; but an entrance 
maybe 'miniſtrtd 10: us abundantly into the everlaſting king- 
dome of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. TRE USTEY 
THE END. 
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